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Harley in 1712. Pope, too, and Prior, with an acknowledged reputation as a diplomatist and a poet, were of the company. Just when Harley reached the height of his power in 1711, the individual intercourse of these kindred spirits became closer, and occasional meetings of the friends more frequent, and from that tendency to form political and social organisations which was to develop into the modern club, there grew an organised company. In June 1711 a club or society was formed, Tory in its politics, but not established directly for party purposes, of which the inner circle, with a mixture of pleasantry and affection, called each other brother.1 Its founder was Bolingbroke, and, strangely enough, Harley was not elected to this company. "It seems," says Swift in \\is Journal (21^1 June 1711), "in my absence they had elected a club and made me one, and we made some laws to-day which I am to digest and add to against next meeting. Our meetings are to be every Tuesday : we are yet but twelve : Lord Keeper and Lord Treasurer were proposed: but I was against them and so was Mr. Secretary,2 though their sons are of it, and so they are excluded. The end of our club is to advance conversation and friendship and tc
London in 1706. The first collected edition of his poems was published in 1721.
1 The society has consequently become known as the Brothers Club.
2  Bolingbroke.